
2/21/16 

1 

The Lexicon of Power 

Language and Social Inequality  

Introduction to Media Studies • 22 February 2016 

Monastery Scriptorium (6 months to 2+ years) Hand-lettered Manuscript Bible  
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Monasteries: Landed Estates of the Church 

Medieval Town, Vienna, 1493 

Mid-15th Century Printing Business 1470s, Anton Koberger, factory with 100 printing presses 
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Silk Merchant William Caxton, First Printer in English 

Showing Printing Press and Printed Text to King Edward IV 
Feudalism: Agrarian Self-Sufficiency 

Feudalism: Strict Social Hierarchy 
Wealth & Leisure: Indication of God’s Favor 

Poverty and Hard Labor: Paying the Wages of Original Sin 
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Fateful Interplay of  

Language and Power 

[19] Formatis igitur Dominus Deus de humo 

cunctis animantibus terrae, et universis 

volatilibus caeli, adduxit ea ad Adam, ut 

videret quid vocaret ea: omne enim quod 

vocavit Adam animae viventis, ipsum est 

nomen ejus. [20] Appellavitque Adam 

nominibus suis cuncta animantia, et universa 

volatilia caeli, et omnes bestias terrae… 

 
Genesis 2: 19-20 [Latin translation from Hebrew & Aramaic] 

 

Out of the ground the LORD God formed 

every beast of the field and every bird of 

the sky, and brought them to the man to 

see what he would call them; and 

whatever the man called a living creature, 

that was its name. The man gave names 

to all the cattle, and to the birds of the 

sky, and to every beast of the field… 

“Hast thou eaten of the tree?” 



2/21/16 

5 

“Why should I lie beneath you when I am your equal?” Sumerian relief, perhaps of Lilith 

Amulet to protect newborns from Lilith (17th C) 

“OUT LILITH” 

Visits from Lilith as the cause of nocturnal emissions 
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Latin vs. Vernacular 

Mock Battle: Carnival vs. Lent  
(Bruegel, 1529-65) 

Council of Trent, 1545-1563  

“No one relying on his own judgment, 

and distorting the Sacred Scriptures 

according to his own conceptions,  

shall dare to interpret them.” 

Those who made Bible accessible, burned at the stake. 

William Tyndale, first English Translation of the Bible, 1526 
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TO BE THE NAMER = POWER 

“Man gave names to all the animals, 

In the beginning, in the beginning. 

Man gave names to all the animals 

In the beginning, long time ago.” 

—Bob Dylan, 1979            


