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Midterm Study Questions for MEDIA 180 (Prof. Ewen, Spring, 2016) 

 
On Monday, March 21st, THREE of the following essay questions will appear on the midterm examina-
tion. You will be required to write an essay in response to ONE of them. In preparing for the exam, make 
sure to pay attention to assigned readings and be prepared to make specific use of relevant readings, 
lectures, class discussions and visual media in developing your answers. Answers without clear knowledge 
of course materials, readings and visual materials are unacceptable. This is an open book, open notes 
exam. You may use a computer or mobile device to access information, but please be aware of the differ-
ence between using clearly identified sources and plagiarism. You are encouraged to prepare outlines if 
they will help you, but PRE-WRITTEN ESSAYS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. 
  
1) In the world of Fahrenheit 451, entertainment and “fact”-based media contribute to 
a widespread epidemic of amnesia, a chronic loss of memory and history. Using clearly 
presented examples from class, and from present day media, write an essay that re-
sponds to the following questions.  

A. Using clear examples, do you think that American commercial media today 
(tabloid journalism, reality TV, political news coverage, advertising, online me-
dia, etc.) contribute to a loss of memory and undermine people’s sense of his-
tory? Explain. 
B. Using examples from the article, discuss whether you think Ta-Nehisi 
Coates’s “Case for Reparations” represents a kind of journalism that might 
help to restore social memory, connecting readers to a history that makes 
problems in present day society more legible.  

 
2) Write an essay in which you discuss 5 reasons why “Style Wars” belongs in a class 
on the role of media in society, past and present. In building your argument, make 
reference to specific people, places and events in the film. Offering three clear exam-
ples from readings, lectures and discussion sections, how does the film raise issues 
that are embedded in the rise of vernacular literacy and the visual vernacular?  
 
3) With the emergence of the media of public expression, the intercommunication of 
thought and perception – without the necessity of bodily presence – became increas-
ingly possible and, over a period of centuries, more and more common. 
 
Using lectures, readings, discussions and other class materials, write an essay about 
the ways that the intercommunication of thought in print media and modern forms of 
visual representation reshaped the ways that people saw and understood their world. 
Use four specific examples from the class to develop your points and make them per-
suasive. How has the expanded access to written knowledge and visual materials 
served to promote democratic aspirations? How has it created new tools of social 
control? 
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In completing your essay, express your thoughts on the ways that this intercommuni-
cation of thought is changing the nature of social relationships in present day society. 
Do you see these changes as positive, negative or a mixed bag? 
 
4) During lecture Plato’s Allegory of the Cave was used as a metaphor for aspects of 
culture and the media. Drawing on specific examples from Style Wars, Fahrenheit 451 
and The Black Press: Soldiers Without Swords, come up with a new allegory. In writing 
your own allegorical tale, find ways to include concepts such as: vernacular, official vs. 
unofficial, the canon, namers, consumer culture, clichés, panopticon and any other key 
words that are pertinent. Write a preface to your allegory and discuss how “Style 
Wars,” Fahrenheit 451 and “The Black Press: Soldiers Without Swords” are products 
of a certain historical moment. You should highlight how certain figures and stories are 
left outside of the frame.  
 
5) From the medieval hierarchy known as the “Great Chain of Being” to Jeremy Ben-
tham’s Panopticon we have been learning how social “structures” can impose authori-
ty or encourage democratic participation. Discuss how different structures are at work 
in 3 of the 4 of the following from the class: “Style Wars,” Fahrenheit 451, “The Black 
Press: Soldiers Without Swords,” John Ross’s “Exercises In the Restoration of Histo-
ry.” Describe how these structures work to define a battleground for ideas, ways of 
control, or ways of expression. 
 
6) In several readings from class the written word provided a pivotal, liberating mo-
ment for disenfranchised individuals or groups. Citing examples from readings and 
lecture, identify at least four texts in which the written word unlocked a hidden truth, 
thereby offering a key to an individual or group’s change in consciousness. Has there 
been a similar text or moment in your own personal coming of age/ growth in con-
sciousness? What were the consequences for you? Explain. 
 
7) In Fahrenheit 451, when Montag calls in sick, Captain Beatty comes to his home and 
gives a speech in which he explains why it became necessary for society to burn 
books. In his speech he argues that when the public became the “masses” in the peri-
od following the Civil War, books created confusion and melancholy, and needed to 
be replaced by non-combustible forms of media that would keep people happy. Using 
four clear examples from the course materials, write an essay in which you discuss the 
extent to which you agree with or disagree with Captain Beatty’s argument.  
 
8) Using five specific examples from the course (lectures, readings, films, etc.) write an 
essay in which you argue for and/or against the following saying: “Ignorance is Bliss.” 
 


