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Introduction to Media Studies    Prof. Stuart Ewen 
MEDIA 180     Dept. of Film & Media Studies 
Spring Semester, 2016    Office: 501C North Building 
 

SYLLABUS 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
In today’s world media are inescapable presences in our lives. Wherever we turn they 
are with us, supplying us with persuasive, captivating, and sometimes misleading ren-
ditions of the world. On the internet, and in our pockets, an interactive media envi-
ronment has unfolded and with smart phones, email, video chats, search engines, 
blogs, file sharing, social media apps, etc., more and more human interactions are 
taking place in cyberspace, rewriting the nature of human contact and intimacy. An 
ever evolving “new” has altered customary assumptions about communication, and 
has challenged traditional definitions of personal identity, altering the physics of 
thought, emotion and bodily experience. 
 
This course is meant to provide a clear and critical historical exploration of the media 
as influential ingredients of contemporary life. We will examine their roots and the 
ways they have made disembodied experience increasingly common. We will explore 
the power they exert in the world, the forces that shape and have shaped their de-
velopment, and the ways that they affect how people understand themselves and 
others.   
 
In the course, media institutions, technologies, methods, myths and messages will be 
examined within the social and historical contexts in which they have grown and 
changed.  Some of our study will focus on media in the United States but, in order for 
them to be more fully grasped, the course will consider how media have taken hold 
in, and influenced, the world at large. 
  
Throughout the course you will be expected to analyze and make sense of visual cul-
ture: paintings, photographs, movies, videos, and the boundless arenas of fashion and 
style.  This will require you to become more aware of the language of images, the 
ways that images present a point of view and, in the process, may ignore or conceal 
other points of view.   
 
Related to this, the importance of “media literacy” will be central throughout this 
course, and each of you will be asked to produce some visual media projects, just as 
you would be expected to write essays in a literature or composition course. As many 
Film & Media Studies courses aim to educate students in creative approaches to public 
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expression, these assignments are designed to encourage you to explore how you 
might use media tools to effectively convey ideas, outlooks and knowledge. 
 
Course Mechanics:  
 
Every Monday and Wednesday, between 12:10 and 1:00 PM, we will meet for a lecture 
session in Room 615 of the West Building.  In lecture, general course themes will be 
introduced and developed. These sessions will also be used for a number of film and 
video screenings, as indicated the class schedule below.  Lecture topics and readings 
must be read by the date of each lecture as listed in the schedule below. 
 
General Requirements:  
 
During lectures you are expected to be attentive and, when called for, to participate. 
Turn cell phones off before class begins. If you are using a computer in class, it should 
only be used for note taking. Please treat each other, and the learning environment, 
with respect. 
 
In addition to lectures on Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:10, everyone enrolled in this 
course is also enrolled in a discussion section that meets at other times.  Attendance 
and participation in discussion sections is required. If you do not regularly attend your 
discussion section, you will fail the course. Section numbers, meeting times, room lo-
cations and Section Leaders and their email contact information are as follows: 
 
Section	01	(L1D1):	Wednesdays	10:10-11:00,	Room	506	North,	Amanda	Katz	
Section	02	(1D02):	Mondays	9:10-10:00,	Room	506	North,	Tamara	Gubernat	
Section	03	(1D03):	Mondays	10:10-11:00,	Room	506	North,	Tamara	Gubernat	
Section	04	(1D04:		Wednesdays	9:10-10:00,	Room	504	North,	Suzanne	Goldenberg	
Section	05	(1D05):	Wednesdays	10:10-11:00,	Room	504	North,	Suzanne	Goldenberg	
Section	06	(1D06):	Wednesdays	11:10-12:00,	Room	504	North,	Amanda	Katz	
Section	07	(1D07):	Mondays	11:00-12:00,	Room	208	West,	Makia	Harper	
Section	08	(1D08):	Mondays	10:10-11:00,	Room	413	West,	Makia	Harper	
Section	09	(1D09):	Wednesdays	9:10-10:00,	Room	506	North,	Evgenia	Kovda	
Section	10	(1D10):	Wednesdays	11:10-12:00,	Room	506	North,	Evgenia	Kovda	
	
Section Leader Emails:  

Suzanne Goldenberg: golden.suz@gmail.com 

Tamara Gubernat: tguberna@hunter.cuny.edu 

Makia Harper: harpermakia@gmail.com 

Amanda Katz: Katz.ALK@gmail.com 

Evgenia Kovda: evgenia@kovda.org 
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Get to know your Section Leader. Learn her name, contact information, and find out 
when she has scheduled office hours. If you have questions, things you want to dis-
cuss, or need help with the course, your discussion leader should be there for you. 
Section leaders will announce their contact information and office hours when you 
meet in discussion section.  Section leaders will also be giving you specific written or 
other assignments for submission to them, as hard copy or electronically. 
 
Required Readings: 
 
The following books are required reading for all students in the course.  They are 
available at Shakespeare & Co., on Lexington Avenue, between 68th and 69th Streets, 
across the street from the main entrance to Thomas Hunter Hall. You may also want 
to check Amazon to see if you can get free shipping on your total order and save some 
money on books for the course: 
 
• Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451. 
• Stuart Ewen, All Consuming Images. (1999 Edition, listed as ‘ACI’ in the schedule)  
• Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick. 
 
The first week’s readings from All Consuming Images are available for library reserve 
download online. See next page for access details. 
 
In addition to these books, there are a number of required “Online Reserve” readings 
(listed after the letters ERES in the schedule below).  You can gain access to these 
readings and download them without cost as PDF’s from the Library Reserve page on 
the Internet. It is strongly recommended that you print these out for reading and ref-
erence. 
 

Instructions for Downloading Readings from Electronic Library Reserve: 

Step 1: Go to http://hunter.docutek.com/eres  
Step 2: Select Course Reserve Pages 
Step 3: Select Any course Field Contains and type in “Ewen,” or Course Pages by 
Instructor. Then select the professor’s name, “Ewen,” in the pull down menu. Click 
on Search. 
Step 4: Select MEDIA 180.00 for Spring 2016.  
Step 5: When the copyright agreement box appears, type in the course specific pass-
word, which is ewen180, with no spaces or caps. 
Step 6: Then click accept. 
Step 7: Select the folder and the title needed by clicking on the PDF icon to its left.  
Step 8. This takes you to the Document Info page, and you can click to download the 
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document at the bottom of that page. 
Step 9. Print out articles for reading, note-taking and future reference. As the mid-
term and final examinations are “open book” exams, these printouts may be of con-
siderable use.  
 
Readings are an essential part of this course.  If you do not do them, and are not pre-
pared to discuss them, it will negatively affect your grade in this class. Readings must 
be completed by dates indicated in the schedule of classes below.  To do well in this 
course, your exams, papers, and class participation must exhibit a functioning 
knowledge of assigned readings.   
 
Exams, Assignments, Grades: 
 
Over the course of the semester there will be two exams: a Mid-Term and a Final.  
Both will require you to write thoughtful responses to several short essay questions.  
Dates for both are found (in bold type) below. In addition, there are three take-home 
assignments. Pertinent dates for these are also found (in bold type) below. Please 
note that the first take-home assignment is being distributed at the first lecture ses-
sion, February 1, 2016. 
 
Course grades will be based on the quality of your performance on these exams and 
assignments, also on your attendance participation and work in discussion sections.  
Questions regarding a grade-related issue must be raised directly with your Discussion 
Section Leader. 
 
The following guidelines will be applied to your final course grade: 
 
Mid-Term Exam 20% 
Final Exam  25% 
Assignments  30% (10% each) 
Discussion Section 25% (based on attendance, participation, section course-

work) 
 
Prof. Ewen can be contacted at: stuartewen@comcast.net. You can schedule a meet-
ing with him in his office at Hunter College by making an appointment. 
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Schedule of Classes 
 
February 1 (M)         Lecture: Course Mechanics and Introduction. 
  Read: Ewen, All Consuming Images (ACI), “Introduc- 

 tion To the New Edition,” “Shoes for Thought,” and 
  Part One, Chapter 1, “Images Without Bottom.” 

  FIRST TAKE-HOME ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTED (page 
  8-9, below) 
 
February  3 (W) Film: “Style Wars.” 
  Read: Begin Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451. 
 
February 8 (M) Lecture: Media in the Modern World. 
 
February 10 (W) Lecture: Fahrenheit 451, Text and Context 
  Read: Complete Bradbury by this class. 
 
February  15 (M) No Class—President’s Day 
 
February 17 (W) Lecture: The Rise of Print 

 Read: Online Reserve (ERES), Frederick Douglass,  
  “Learning to Read and Growing in Knowledge”;  

John Ross, “Exercises in the Restoration of History”; 
Jean Wheeler-Smith, “Frankie Mae.”  

  FIRST TAKE-HOME ASSIGNMENT DUE 
 
February 22 (M) Lecture: The Lexicon of Power 
 
February 24 (W) Lecture: Literacy and Democracy (Monday Schedule) 
  Read: Complete all readings from February 17. 
 
February 29 (M) Film: Stanley Nelson, “The Black Press: Soldiers  
  Without Swords” (Part One) 
   
March 2 (W) Film: Stanley Nelson, “The Black Press: Soldiers 
   Without Swords” (Part Two) 
   Read: Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations.”* 

  
 

                                                
* Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations,” The Atlantic, June 2014. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/ 
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March  7 (M) The Press Today and the Crisis of Memory 
   Read: Complete Coates, “The Case for Reparations.” 

 ERES, Bill Moyers. “Is the Fourth Estate a Fifth Col-
umn? Corporate media colludes with democracy's de-
mise.”  

 
March  9 (W) Lecture: Image and Power in a Changing World 
  Read: ACI, Part One, Chapters 2 and 3. 
  SECOND TAKE HOME ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTED.  
 
March 14 (M) Lecture: Aesthetics and Social Change 

Read: ERES, Ewen and Ewen, “The Ends Justify the 
Jeans.” 

 
March 16 (W) Lecture: Photography and the Evolution of a Visual 
  Vernacular. 

 Read: ERES, Oliver Wendell Holmes, “The Stereo- 
scope and The Stereograph”; Lewis Hine, “Social Pho-
tography.” 

 
March  21 (M) MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
 
March  23 (W) No Class (Friday Schedule) 
 
March 28 (M) Lecture: Personal Salvation and the Culture of Self- 
  Improvement. 

  Read: ERES, Benjamin Franklin, “Continuation of the  
  Account of my Life…” selection from The Autobiography  

 of Benjamin Franklin; Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick, Or 
  Street Life in New York 

 
March 30 (W)  Lecture: Tales of Before and After 

 Read: Complete Ragged Dick…, also read ERES, Mal- 
colm X, and Alex Haley, “Saved,” selection from The  
Autobiography of Malcolm X. 

 
April 4 (M) Film: Buster Keaton, “Sherlock, Jr.” 
 
April 6 (W) Lecture: Visual Rhetoric and the Rise of the Movies 
  Read: ERES, Hugo Münsterberg, “The Psychology of 
  the Photoplay.” 
  SECOND ASSIGNMENT DUE 
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April  11 (M) Lecture: Changing Relations Between Image and AudI- 
  ence. 

  Read: ERES, Ewen and Ewen, “City Lights: Immigrant  
 Women and the Rise of the Movies.” 

  THIRD ASSIGNMENT DISTRIBUTED   
 
April 13 (W) Lecture: Advertising as a Way of Life 
  Second Take-Home Assignment Due 
  Read: All Consuming Images, Part Four. 
  
April 18 (M) Lecture: The Social Roots of the Consumer Culture 
  Read: Complete ACI, Part Four. ERES, Edward  
  Bernays, “Selling Lucky Strike Cigarettes to Women.” 
 
April 20 (W) Lecture: The Political Elements of Style 
  Read: All Consuming Images, “Conclusion.” 
 
April 22-30 Spring Recess 
 
May 2 (M)  Lecture: The Century of the Selfie, A Brief History of 
  Optics and Individualism. 
   
May 4 (W) Film: “The Century of the Self” (Part One of Four) 
   
May 9 (M) Lecture: The Rise of Public Relations 

 Read: ERES, Selections from Walter Lippmann,  
 Edward Bernays, “The Engineering of Consent,” 
 Bill Christianejan, “The Greatest Hoax in Sports  
 Reporting History.” 
 

May 11 (W) Lecture: The Grooves of Borrowed Thought 
  Read: ERES, Stuart Ewen, “Visiting Edward Bernays.” 
 
May 16 (M) Lecture: Public Relations and Public Life: Is Democ- 
  racy Possible?  
  THIRD TAKE-HOME ASSIGNMENT DUE 
 
May 18 (W) Lecture: Concluding Thoughts 
  Final Exam Questions Distributed 
 
May  25 (W) Final Examination (615 HW, 11:30-1:30 PM) 
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Introduction to Media Studies   Prof. Stuart Ewen 
MEDIA 180    Dept. of Film & Media Studies 
Spring Semester 2016   Office: 501C North Building 
    

First Assignment: “What Selfies Mean to Me” 
 
We live in a society where we are often encouraged to project an image of ourselves 
to the world using social media platforms. People communicate and sometimes con-
struct online identities that tells others who we are, who we are not, and who we 
might like to be. With the growth of social media, selfies and self-publishing on the 
Internet (Facebook, Linkedin, Instagram, YouTube, Vine, Snapchat, Tumblr, Twitter, 
Google+, Ummaland, Schtik, Blackplanet, Zoosk, etc.), provide us with unprecedent-
ed opportunities to present ourselves to the world, and novel tools for “inventing” 
and reinventing ourselves are more and more available.  
 
Your job is to produce a thoughtful autobiographical essay (3-4 pages) entitled “What 
Selfies Mean to Me,” in which you explore and discuss your own use of social media as 
a way of conveying your own personal online “identity,” and the role it plays in your 
life, your thinking, your behavior, and your interactions with other people.  Your es-
say should detail the ways you use selfies and other forms of self-expression to active-
ly promote an online identity.   
 
If you do not use social media, and find the creation of an online identity as some-
thing you wish to avoid, please explain why. Do you see the selfie-sphere as a sign or 
symptom of something troubling? Do you think the constant posting of selfies as an 
indication of unhappiness or a lost sense of belonging in our society? In other words, 
you should feel free to express your concerns about social media and to discuss why 
and how it worries you. 
 
Rely on your own firsthand experience actions and observations as your primary 
source. Include your thoughts on the ways society, products, technology, and the ex-
pectations of others have an impact on how people present themselves to the world. 
You may want to include thoughts about how your online “image” benefits you, 
and/or causes difficulties for you in your life.  You should also discuss the tension be-
tween your online self and your real life self if this is an important issue to you. Use 
clear and specific examples from your life in developing your essay.  Write in plain 
and straightforward language. This is not an academic research paper but, rather, an 
opportunity for you to use your own experiences, express your ideas, and to tell a sto-
ry of your own. 
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Feel free to include visual matter, selfies, or websites and/or computer screenshots 
when relevant, but they should reflect or portray your own thoughts about the role 
that your image plays in your life.  
 
Before responding to this assignment, read the following sections from All Consuming 
Images: “Preface to the New Edition,” “Introduction: Shoes for Thought,” and Chap-
ter 1, “Images Without Bottom.”  In these sections of the book you will learn how 
previous Hunter College students, in the 1980s and 1990s, responded to a different 
but related assignment.  While none of these students used or even knew about the 
Internet, and their responses reflect an earlier time, their thoughts and reflections 
may help you to think about your own assignment.  
 
Hand or email your assignment (as a Word.doc) to your Section Leader by February 
17, 2016. Include your section number and your section leader’s name at the top 
of the first page of your essay.  
 
**Please include a sentence in which you agree/or do not agree to have your essay 
quoted (anonymously or by first name and last initial, as in All Consuming Images) 
in a book that Prof. Ewen is presently writing on The Century of the Selfie. 


